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INTRODUCTION 

Enterprise Wharf is a new development by Bruntwood SciTech in the city’s Knowledge 
Quarter which is due to open in early 2023.

Bruntwood SciTech is working with Grand Union to commission a new site specific 
artwork for the lifts at their new Enterprise Wharf development.

Bruntwood SciTech is keen on receiving initial expressions of interests and proposals 
for new artwork for large light boxes in the lifts, from artists based in the West 
Midlands.

At this stage we are looking for an expression of interest. Three artists will be short-
listed and invited to further develop their designs in a second stage application. 

ENTERPRISE WHARF
            
Enterprise Wharf is a new development by Bruntwood SciTech in the city’s Knowledge 
Quarter. Opening in 2022, the 120,000 sq ft new build will offer 10 floors of 12,000 
sq ft floor plates providing contemporary, flexible office space designed with digital 
and tech businesses in mind.

Enterprise Wharf is within 10 minutes walk of the city’s universities and 50,000 
students, making it the ideal place for companies wanting to access the tech 
community, talent and innovative ideas.

The building has been designed by Associated Architects. 

The commissioned artwork will be sited on four large light boxes within the main lifts 
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THE BRIEF

Bruntwood SciTech is interested in receiving proposals from artists based in this region which 
could respond to the site, its historical legacy, it’s location in the Knowledge Quarter or it’s function 
as a place inspiring collaborative innovation. 

Working with Grand Union, they would like to commission new artwork produced specifically for 
Enterprise Wharf.  

At this stage we do not wish to impose restrictions on what the artwork might or might not be. 
However, it is important that the work in some way taps into, or is inspired by, it’s site. Bruntwood 
SciTech are  looking for a work that resonates with Enterprise Wharf and would not be found 
elsewhere. 

On the understanding that any new piece of work may be in place for some time, the work should 
be dynamic, challenging, bold, innovative, and founded on a strong concept.

The area where the work will be placed is a commercial office with multiple occupants and will 
also viewed by visitors and by the public from the street/road. Imagery that may upset or disturb 
should be avoided. 

We would also like to emphasise some of the things the work should not be; it should not be 
‘corporate’ – this is not an advert for Bruntwood SciTech in any explicit way. 

It should not necessarily be ‘safe’ – we encourage the short-listed artists to push some boundaries, 
challenging the viewer. 



In 1945 the map shows a Tube Mill on the site. The architects 
have referred to tubes and pipes and the metal working industry 
throughout the design of the building and landscaping, through 
form, materials and texture.

SITE HISTORY

The site, and wider area as a whole, has an extensive history of trades relating to the metal 
working industry. The red line on the maps below show the area of the current Enterprise Wharf 
development. 

In 1889 the map shows a canal inlet existed on the site, which 
would have carried fuel and materials to the foundry furnaces 
in the area. 

In 1905 the map shows a Brass Foundry present on the site. 
Birmingham was known for making a wide range of brass 
ironmongery, fixtures and fitting

More information on the site and architecture can be found in a brochure about Enterprise Wharf 
shorturl.at/fjmsw and shortlisted artists will be able to speak with members of the design team 
from Associated Architects and Bruntwood SciTech.



EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 

TO EXPRESS an interest please send in ONE PDF document title GU x Bruntwood SciTech 
Enterprise Wharf Commission the document should include:

• An overview of you and your practice, your interest and experience in working to commissions. 
Please use up to 300 words and up to 5 images of recent work or web links.

• Up to 300 words on how you might approach the brief.
• A current CV

DEADLINE: Monday 15th August 2022

Please send your Expression of Interest by email to: submissions@grand-union.org.uk

If you are shortlisted to develop a proposal Bruntwood will pay a nominal sum of £300 plus VAT 
to each of the shortlisted artists for their detailed proposals. 

The image below gives some specifications for the lightboxes. Shortlisted artists will be able to 
speak to the design team if they have any questions about the potential materials they would like 
to know.



THE PROPOSAL (for shortlisted artists only)

The proposal should be submitted in a way that will allow Bruntwood to fully understand the 
intentions of the artist and should include:
• Visuals of the proposed artwork (hand drawn or photoshop, or any appropriate medium) 

utilising the images provided, and any photographs taken on site, to identify the look of 
the work in situ. Where possible, or where it would help to do so, samples of the intended 
materials should be provided.

• Examples of relevant previous work.
• A timeline for development of the piece. - An indication of third-party consultation that may 

be required (eg audio visual technicians).

Shortlisted artists could be expected to present their proposal to a small group from Bruntwood 
and Grand Union, after the proposal submission date. 

Bruntwood will pay a nominal sum of £300 including VAT to each of the shortlisted artists for 
their proposals.

PROGRAMME / KEY DATES 

• Meetings with Grand Union, and Bruntwood – week of 22nd August 2022. Shortlisted artists 
invited to develop site specific proposal by end of August.

• Submission by shortlisted artists to develop a site specific proposal Sunday 25th September 
2022.

• Presentation of site-specific proposals from 3 x shortlisted artists – week of 26th September 
2022.

• Selected artist informed by Monday 3rd October. 
• October - November artwork production.
• Mid-November artwork installation. 
• Launch event TBC.

BUDGET 

The budget for the artwork is:
• Artist Fees - £2,500
• Production Budget - £2,750 (To include all production expenses, site visits & meetings, 

delivery & Installation costs).
• All shortlisted artists must produce a proposal that works to this budget. 

BRUNTWOOD SUPPORT 

If required, Bruntwood SciTech will be able to advise on anything related to provision of power 
to the proposed artwork, etc. We will also make every effort to facilitate site visits, however 
please bear in mind that this is currently a building site so may not be possible.

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Please contact Cheryl Jones  T: 07866 589494 or E: cheryl@grand-union.org.uk 


